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The object of the present invention is to provide a function in 
which the above-mentioned rescheduling operation can be accomplished 
from an ordinary pushbutton telephone of a subscriber at a remote point 
in the same way as if the operating buttons on a display/operation panel 
are operated through a line by pushbuttons of the telephone. In order 
to achieve this object, according to this invention, there is provided 
an automatic power switch on/off apparatus comprising power switch 
on/off means for a computer system, a timer for counting the time, a 
memory for storing the schedule information for power switch on/off 
of the computer system, and an automatic power switch on/off controller 
for managing/controlling the power switch on/off means, the timer and 
the schedule information memory, wherein a power supply is switched 
on/off in accordance with the schedule information stored in the memory. 
The apparatus further comprises a voice memory for storing the voice 
information in coded form, a voice adaptor for converting the 
information stored in the memory into a voice and sending it to a line, 
and a line adaptor for receiving the ## information from the ### 
######## telephone. The automatic power switch on/off controller 
causes the line adaptor to receive the schedule information 
corresponding to the information signal sent from the ######## 
• ## telephone and sends out a voice message through the voice adaptor 
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to the particular telephone. The schedule information received by the 
line adaptor is confirmed and the contents in the schedule information 
memory are rewritten. The apparatus according to the invention will 
be described below with reference to the drawings. (Note: # is added 

to delete original letter by patent office of Japan) 

Fig. 4 shows a configuration according to an embodiment of the 
invention. In the drawing, reference numerals 1 to 17 designate 
components corresponding to those component elements designated by the 
same reference numerals in Fig. 1. Numeral 18 designates a voice memory 
using a read-only memory for storing the voice information in coded 
form, 19 a voice adaptor for converting the voice information stored 
in the voice memory 18 into a voice and sending it out to the line, 
20 a line adapter for receiving the pushbutton information through a 
multiple frequency receiver, 21 the multiple frequency receiver having 
the function of detecting the pushbutton information of the pushbutton 
telephone, converting it into a series signal and sending it out to 
the line adaptor 20, 22 a network controller, 23 a public telephone 
line, and 24 a subscriber's pushbutton telephone. 

In Fig. 4 , assume that the operation schedule for switching on/off 
power of the computer system 1 is required to be changed or added to 
from a remote point. The operator hooks off a subscriber's pushbutton 
telephone 24 and dials the telephone number assigned to the automatic 
power switch on/off unit 6. The automatic power switch on/off unit, 
upon detection of an incoming call, retrieves the coded voice 
information of a response message such as the name of the central office 
from the voice memory 18, converts it into a voice by way of the voice 



adaptor 19 and sends it out to the telephone 24. The operator depresses 
an appropriate combination of pushbuttons of the telephone 24 so as 
to give an instruction on the change , addition, cancellation, 
registration or confirmation of the operation schedule. The automatic 
power switch on/off unit 6, upon receipt of the pushbutton signal 
converted into a series signal in the multiple frequency receiver 21 
through the line adaptor 20, aurally recites it in order to confirm 
the particular instruction. Then, an instruction or schedule 
information from the operator is input and aurally confirmed in similar 
fashion, thereby to update or otherwise process the schedule on the 
random access memory 7-1. 

Fig. 5 shows the manner in which the automatic power switch on/off 
unit 6 and the operator communicate with each other according to an 
embodiment of the invention. In the drawing, 0'P 1 to OP 5 designate 
pushbutton information of the subscriber's pushbutton telephone, and 
V x to v 4 voice messages sent out from the automatic power switch on/off 
unit 6 to the above-mentioned telephone. When the operator hooks off 
the subscriber's pushbutton telephone 24 and dials, so that the line 
adaptor 2 0 detects an incoming call, then the automatic power switch 
on/off unit 6 responds with a voice message V x . The voice message V x 
is, for example, "This is A A computer center " , or the like. Then, the 
operator gives an instruction by way of the pushbutton information OP^ 
The specific instructions on the change, addition, cancellation, 
registration, confirmation or the like of the schedule are each 
determined in correspondence with a combination of pushbuttons in 
advance. According to this embodiment, "35" in "35#" providing an OP 1 



defines an add instruction and "*" indicates an input end. The voice 
message V 2 is a response message for confirming the instruction and 
prompting the data to be loaded. For example, it is "You want to add. 
Enter date and time" or the like message. The pushbutton information 
OP 2 is a schedule data to be added, such as "*" which is an abbreviation 
of an instruction that a reservation block RB indicating requirement 
to switch on power at 8:30, the tenth of this month be added to the 
schedule. The voice message V 3 is a response message for confirming 
the pushbutton information OP 2 , and is, for example, "Power is switched 
on at 8:30, August 10, 1980?". If the response is right, the operator 
depresses "0*" as pushbutton information OP 3 , and if a reinstruction 
is required, depresses "1*". The automatic power switch on/off unit 
6, upon receipt of a GO sign for "0*", sends out such a message as 
"Understand" to the voice message V 4 thereby to add the reservation block 
RB. The operator hangs up the phone and terminates the process. 

As described above, according to the invention, an operation 
schedule or the like can be easily changed or otherwise processed from 
an arbitrary subscriber's telephone in the same manner as if the 
operating buttons on the operation panel are manipulated at a location 
installed with a computer. The process for changing the operation 
schedule can be changed or otherwise processed easily. As a result, 
this system is also useful in the case where an emergency situation 
occurs requiring a change in an operation schedule or the like at a 
remote point. At the same time, it contributes to the promotion of an 
unmanned operation. 
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